
 

 

                              
 
 

 

November 18, 2013 
San José, Costa Rica 

New York City, United States of America 
 
Mr. Barack Obama 
President of the United States of America 
 
Dear President Obama, 
 
On behalf of the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice & Human Rights and the Arias Foundation for 
Peace and Human Progress, we would like to express our sincere thanks for the valuable work that you 
and your administration have done so far to move the Arms Trade Treaty forward. Your commitment to 
strengthening democratic procedures significantly contributes to saving countless lives and ending violent 
conflict globally.  
 
The movement for international arms control constitutes a global effort to uphold the fundamental human 
right of all to live a life free of armed violence. It is unfortunately the most vulnerable groups of society 
that suffer from the illicit transfers and widespread dissemination of weapons. The importance of 
bolstering government regulations to keep small arms and other weapons out of the hands of those who 
continue to perpetrate violence and suffering around the world cannot be understated.  
 
Through the 17 years of work invested in the design and advocacy of the Arms Trade Treaty, many of us 
have learned that it is only through partnership that a Treaty entered into force and active in the protection 
of the world’s civilians will become reality and have a tangible effect. As such, the Arias Foundation 
and the RFK Center have aligned to ask for your support in ratifying the Arms Trade Treaty on 
behalf of the United States.  
 
We are not alone in this charge. The work catalyzed by the Arias Foundation in 1997 through the 
convergence of a group of Nobel Peace Prize laureates to release the International Code of Conduct for 
Arms Transfers to the international community continues today through the tireless efforts of both civil 
society networks and government advocates who are supporting the Treaty in strategic ways. As a result of 
this work, on April 2, 2013 during the 67th Plenary Session of the United Nations General Assembly, the 
Arms Trade Treaty was signed, and then opened for signature on June 3, 2013. To date, 114 countries – 
over half of the world’s governments – have signed the Treaty, and eight have ratified. Many others have 
already deposited the instrument for ratification.  The Treaty will enter into force once it has received 50 
country ratifications – the time to act is now.  
 
As one of the world’s leaders dedicated to peace and stability, we urge you to work within your 
administration to secure the ratification of the Arms Trade Treaty. Your ratification will send a message to 
the world that the United States is a nation that ardently supports human rights.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

  
Óscar Arias Sanchez, Ph.D. 
Founder, Arias Foundation for Peace & Human Progress 
Former President of Costa Rica 
Nobel Peace Laureate, 1987 

Kerry Kennedy, J.D. 
President, Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice & Human 
Rights 

 


